READINGS

November 30, 2014
First Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Isaiah 63:16B— 17, 19B; 64:2-7
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37

STEWARDSHIP

Sunday Collection..............ccooevviiininnni. $1,847
Catholic Campaign for Human Development..$353
Our Lady of Wisdom relies on Bobcat Catholics like
you for more than half the resources necessary to
bring students of Texas State closer to the their
Catholic faith. Contact our Development Director,
Zane Stehling, to join this mission at

512-392-5925.

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

In the northern hemisphere,
Advent coincides with the end
of autumn season and the
darkening of days leading to
the winter solstice on Decem-
ber 21. In our Catholic tradi-
tion, we use the Advent wreath
to mark this time. It is believed
that, with the earth asleep and
the harvesting done, Germanic
peoples would pause and re-
flect in the days of respite from
the farming cycle. They would
bring a wheel from their wag-
ons inside their homes. They
would garnish the wheel with
evergreens, symbolizing life
even as nature enters its win-
ter slumber. And they would
attach candles to the wreath
during these dark and cold De-
cember days as a sign of hope
that the warmth and light and
life of spring would come
again. I'm not suggesting that
we take the tires off our SUVs
into our homes and garnish
them with evergreens and can-
dles. But | am suggesting that,
beginning on November 30
and ending on December 25,
each of us commit ourselves to
carving out 15 or 20 minutes of

respite each day to reflect on
the ways that God comes into
our lives. The term Advent
comes from the Latin
“ad+venire,” to come. We cele-
brate the coming of God into
our world and into our lives.
We hear once again the rich
poetic language of the proph-
ets predicting a time of peace
and hope and love. We relive
the familiar story of Christ
coming into the world, from
Mary’s ascent to God’s bidding
to His birth in the most humble
of circumstances. And as we
look back to the coming of
Christ in history, we also look
ahead to the coming of Christ
at the end of time. During your
15 or 20 minutes each day, |
suggest that you read and
ponder the readings the
church presents to us for the
daily liturgy.

Adapted from Advent Reflections by,

Joseph O’Keefe, S.J.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Take some time to ask
yourself, “Am | prepared for

the Lord’s return?” What
might you need to change to
be ready?

PLEASE CONSIDER POPE
FRANCIS’ PRAYER
REQUESTS FOR THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER:
That all who suffer loneliness
may experience the close-
ness of God and the support
of others ...

AND
That young seminarians and
religious may have wise and
well-formed mentors ...
ALSO
BISHOP VASQUEZ’
PRAYER INTENTION FOR
TODAY:

As we begin the season of
Advent, may we remember to
keep "Christ" in Christmas ...

eemeiliation,

ADVENT PENANCE
SERVICE Be spiritually pre-
pared for the Christmas sea-

son! Penance Service here is
Mon., Dec. 1st, and at St.
John’s on Fri., Dec. 5th
Penance Services begin at
7pm. Advent begins Nov. 30,
2014.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

ROSARY every Sunday
9:30am in the Lounge

ADORATION of the
Blessed Sacrament
Tuesdays 5:45-9pm and
Mornings Mon-Fri 8:30-
9:30am in the Chapel

FREE LUNCH every
Tuesday 11am-1pm in
the Lobby

BOBCATS FOR LIFE
2nd & 4th Thursdays
6pm in the Library

PRAYER MEETING 2nd
& 4th Thursdays 7:30pm
upstairs

BIBLE STUDIES every
day!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR
MORE INFORMTION

www.txstatecatholic.org

THANK YOU to all those
who helped cook, serve,
clean up, efc. for the Thanks-
giving Dinner last Sunday.
We are so grateful for your
generous service.

LATE NIGHT
MASS &

BREAKFAST Thursday,
Dec. 4", with Mass at
10:00pm followed by break-
fast. Volunteers are needed
to assist. Please sign up in
the Lobby.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE

CONCEPTION
Monday, December 8™
Masses, 12:30pm and 5:30pm

TREE OF ANGELS MASS
10am today is held in mem-
ory of victims of drunk driving
accidents. Each angel orna-
ment on the Tree of Angels
in the Lobby is dedicated to
a victim of a violent crime,
such as a death by a drunk
driver. Sponsored by the lo-
cal chapter of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving
(MADD).

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
PARTY Fri., Dec. 12" at
6pm here in our Lobby. Eve-
ryone is welcome! Please
sign up to bring a pot luck
dish and don’t forget your
White Elephant gift!

BACCALUAREATE

MASS is the 5:00pm

Mass on Sunday,
December 7. If you are
graduating we would like to
recognize you at this Mass.
All December graduates are
invited to participate.

24HR. BUILDING HOURS
start after the Late Night
Mass and Breakfast on
Thursday, December 4th-
Thursday, December 11th
for finals studying

ST. JUDE’S RANCH DRIVE
The men of Lambda Omega
Alpha have decided to part-
ner with St. Jude’s Ranch
who for more than 45 years,
have been providing residen-
tial treatment services to
thousands of children in Ne-
vada and Texas ages 0-21.
St. Jude’s Ranch is making a
difference by creating new
lives with new hope for
abused, abandoned and ne-
glected children of all races
and faiths. In 1997, the for-
mer Comal County Emer-
gency Children’s Shelter in
New Braunfels, TX, became
their third location. Today
the Emergency Shelter has
grown to house a Pregnant
and Parenting Teen Pro-
gram, in addition to Emer-
gency Placement services.
They will be collecting items
until Friday, December 5th.
Items needed include: basic
necessities, such as hygiene
products. The hygiene prod-
ucts they need would be
things like toothpaste, baby
wash, feminine products,
soap, etc . Please place
items in the tub by the
chapel doors.

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS
please come out and support
Our Lady of Wisdom from
Dec. 3rd- Dec. 6th 5pm-
11pm. We will be selling
Gumby’s pizza by the slice.
All proceeds will go back to
Our Lady of Wisdom.




